The existence or otherwise of allusions to syphilis in the books of the Old Testament is of more than passing interest to the venereologist, as it is of importance not only in considering arguments for and against the Columbian theory of the American origin of the disease in Europe, but also in the protracted dispute as to whether yaws and syphilis are or are not the same disease or modifications of the same pathological process.
The Columbian theory has had its adherents ever since Frascator gave the name to syphilis in 1530.
Of modern writers, Abraham (1936) 
in Great
Britain, and Pusey (1935) in the United States have held essentially this point of view. This argument directs attention to the probable presence of bone syphilis in the skeletons of ancient American Indians, and to the fact that there was a severe, and often fatal, form of the disease which swept through Europe like a storm following the return of Columbus in 1493, and which gained a substantial foothold amongst the troops of both sides at the siege of Naples in 1495. Later, as the army of Charles VII disbanded, syphilis made its appearance in one after another of the European capitals, and was taken further to the Orient by Vasco de Gama in 1498.
Supporters of this argument, finding an absence of evidence of the previous existence of syphilis in Europe or in the Near East, find many supposed Biblical or other possible early allusions unacceptable, and any others that are at all suspicious are discounted as referring to soft sore, lymphogranuloma venereum, or other venereal or dermatological complaints.
Those holding opposite views utilize the syphilis-' yaws controversy, either by holding that these two 'diseases are one and the same, as suggested by Butler (1936) , and Hudson (1946) , who consider that both diseases are caused by T. Attention is directed to the facts that the white man during sojourn in the tropics contracts syphilis but never yaws, and that the behaviour of the two diseases is either'identical or overlapping in nature; and it is deduced that the general differences which do exist can be explained on the basis that yaws is an extra-genital infection of childhood, and syphilis a venereal infection of adults. Thus the almost complete absence of congenital forms of yaws is explained. Alleged, but not entirely convincing, differences of the behaviour in the laboratory of strains of organisms taken from patients suffering from these two disedses are discounted by the suggestion that those of syphilis have become slightly modified as a result ofcenturies of inunctions and injections of curative drugs and that, were they allowed to do so, they would under suitable conditions relapse again into the primitive yaws form.
Ridiculing the idea that a few infected sailors could in the course of a few years syphilize almost the whole of the civilized globe, those holding these views will sometimes go so far as to seek to prove that the boot is indeed on the other foot, for, though syphilis certainly existed on the American continent before Columbus, they state there is little evidence that it actually pertained to the West Indies. One of Columbus' men may have infected the natives who in turn reinfected other members of the ship's crew, and the West Indians were then helpless to avoid taking the blame that was apportioned to them.
That syphilis is not described in ancient literature is also denied, and it is pointed out that treponematosis may have existed in non-venereal forms-28 VENEREAL DISEASE IN THE BIBLE which would account, therefore, for the suggestion that such a venereal complaint is not lavishly described. It is suggested also that it was often referred to under the vague term " leprosy," and it was not until after the Renaissance, as certain distinct diseases came to be known, that leprosy in Great Britain declined to the point of extinctiona fact that serves to complete the argument.
T-hus supporters of the Columbian theory have also to be dualists in the yaws-syphilis controversy, while those champions of American honour are almost automatically unionist.
The old Testament, which is a collection of religious literature, though referring to events of long before, was not actually written at the earliest until the seventh or eighth century B.C., and some items were not composed until the second century B.C. (Moffat, 1926 
Gonorrhuea
Whatever may be the views of the correct portrayal or otherwise of syphilis in the Bible, there is no disagreement on the subject of gonorrhcea, which is described as an " issue." While little is said concerning therapeutics, the Mosaic law is very strict in the matter of the public health measures to be taken and of general prophylaxis. Thus the Bible portrays for us the very earliest measures of venereal diseases control.
With sexual promiscuity discouraged, the priests were forbidden to marry a whore and were instructed only to take a virgin to wife.10 Sufferers from gonorrhaea were excluded from the tabernacle,1" and not only was the patient himself unclean, but also his bed, his garments, and anything he may have sat upon, including his saddle, his sputum and drinking vessels were likewise considered infectious.'2 Thus today the fears of contraction of gonorrhoea from water-closet seats and the occasional incrimination by the patient of the bicycle as the cause of his urethral discharge may be traced back through the centuries, when the saddle and vessels of earth were considered to be possible agents of infection.
The patient with gonorrhoea was an outcast from the camp for seven days after the discharge had ceased. Following this short period of surveillance nsmitten in the hinder parts," and this is supposed by some to mean " hwmorrhoids"; but it could equally well apply to the condylomata lata of secondary lues. If the first part of the punishment can be made to apply to early syphilis, the madness, blindness, and even astonishment of the heart are surely prophetic of the later manifestatiohs of this disease.
Brim translates this passage as: "You will be -smitten with the Egyptian dermatitis, characterized by swellings, dry crusts and ulcers from which you will never be healed." This is elaborated a few verses later 34 The Lord shall smite thee in the knees, and in the legs, with a sore botch that cannot be healed, from the sole of thy foot unto the top of thy head." The suggestion that the rash was irritable or painful is against the. idea that it was syphilis, though the cutaneous eruptions of bejel and the considerable disquiet in the mind of Balak, the Moabite king, can be appreciated. He decided without delay to consult Balaam, and he sent emissaries to him to induce this famous soothsayer -and magician to come and give advice on the spot. After some wavering, Balaam was rather reluctantly so persuaded, and in due course he was taken up into the high places of Baal, from which the encamping enemy could be seen. Perhaps impressed by the obviously imposing military strength of the latter, he gave Balak a very poor prognosis "°-not, however, -before earning his large fee by suggesting that, if military means could not ensure a victory, -then this result might be achieved if the Israelites could be made to change their God and worship Baal-Peor.4" It was not long before the people began to commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab,4 and the cult of Baal-Peor assumed considerable popularity. Matters soon got so out of hand that one Zimri, the son of a prominent Simeonite, brought into the camp, within the sight of Moses and the congregation of the tabernacle, a-woman named Coibi, the daughter of a Midianite chief. Aaron's grandson took up a javelin and went to Zimri's tent and impaled them both. That a venereal plague had already broken out is acknowledged in the comment on' this deed: "So the plague was stayed from the children of Israel. 43 This is also mentioned in the Psalms." -The plague killed no less than 24,000.4r Its venereal' nature was-affirmed by Moses 46 and centuries later by St. Paul.47 A national service register was then prepared, and one thousand men from each of the tribes were called up to avenge the epidemic. The result was a complete victory, and all captured males were slain, including the five kings of Midian and also Balaam himself, who had tarried too long. The cities were burnt, but the women, children, and goods were saved.
When Moses learnt that the women had been taken captive he was very angry as they had clearly been the direct cause of the previous disaster. He therefore ordered that all male children be killed at once and also all women " that hath known man by lying with -him." 48 Of the spoil, all metal objects were sterilized by heat, and materials by disinfectants.4' Some 32,000 women were saved by this means.'0 Thug, after forty years of wandering, the Israelites came-to-the fringes of the promised land as a strong BRITISAI JOURNAL OF VENEREAL DISEASES fighting force. The somewhat vicious rules of war were made to obviate the risk of the conquerors falling for the gods of the local inhabitants: a fear that was to some extent justified. Before he died Moses viewed the terrain from Mount Nebo and passed on his leadership to Joshua, who proceeded with the military occupation of the country.
After the Jordan had been crossed, and with the aid of the fifth-column work of Rahab, the harlot, Jericho fell to a war of nerves-not before Joshua had reintroduced the rite ofcircumcision, observance of which had lapsed somewhat while the Israelites were in the wilderness. That this was thought possibly to have some good effect in the prevention of venereal diseases is indicated by the alleged comment of the Lord: " This day I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you." 51 Before the battle of Jericho, Joshua gave out an instruction against idolatrous practices, "lest ye make yourselves accursed, when ye take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it." «la This may be taken as a warning against any attempts at the repetition of the events at Moab. After a preliminary siege, Jericho succumbed. The peace terms were harsh: nothing less than total destruction.r2
Apart from a temporary set back at Ai, the other enemy tribes were conquered and efforts to produce a united front were either too little or too late. Final victory was utter and complete though, as conquered tribes and nations have always done, the vanquished were later to rise again and trouble the conquerors.
Congenital Syphilis
No such supposed references to syphilis would be regarded as tenable unless there were also some passages suggestive of the congenital forms of the disease. These are not entirely lacking. The Third Commandment, stating that the iniquity of the fathers would be visited upon the children unto the third and fourth generation is significant, especially as it immediately follows lines forbidding the bowing down to images.55 Even if thirdgeneration syphilis is such a rarity, it may be argued that there is no other inherited disease sufficiently common to be preferred, especially as it concerns punishment for possible phallic worship.
Among other deformed, including dwarfs, hunchbacks, and eunuchs, " he that hath a flat nose " was also banned from the tabernacle."fi4 This could be taken to refer either to congenital lues or tertiary forms of treponematosis. Hutchinson's teeth could 51. Joshua, 5, 2-9.
Sla. Joshua, 6. 18. 52. Joshua, 6, 24. 53. Exodus, 20, 3. 54. Leviticus, 21, 18. have been meant when, after the Israelites had fallen on hard times, it was written: "The fathers have eaten a sour grape, and the children's teeth are set on edge." 56 A macerated syphilitic fetus is suggested when Aaron, speaking of Miriam's leprosy, said: " Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed when he cometh out of his mother's womb."6
The protracted results of. the plague of Moab were evident in the days of Joshua, of which it is written: " Is the iniquity of Peor too little for us, from which we are not cleansed until this day ?" 57
Syphilis: Job's Illness
The story cannot be considered complete without passing reference to the Book of Job, especially as Moses has been considered responsible for its content. Job in his illness was full of complaints, but the least that can be said is that treponematosis has to be considered in the differential diagnosis.
" He cleaveth my reins asunder, and doth not spare; he poureth out my gall upon the ground," "5 might be taken as indicating a genital lesion with perhaps an accompanying broken-down bubo. The possible secondary manifestations which followed included boils from head to toe,59 a loathsome skin60 which was extremely obstinate in healing"B1 62 until it was broken " breach upon breach" and the face was " foul with weeping." 6 Alopecia at the hairline was another feature,64 and also severe nocturnal bone pains."5 6" Possible iritis is suggested by failing sight,67 6" and a foul mouth from mucous patches by his corrupt breath." 70 There were also lack of appetite,7' intense wasting, 68 72 73 noctural delirium,74 insomnia,75 dyspn=ea,7' fever,77 diarrhoea,78 and abdominal distension: " Behold my belly is as wine which hath no vent; it is ready to burst like new bottles " 7" which do not entirely fit, though a certain tightness of the collar might be caused by a cervical adenitis."0 Whether this disease was syphilis or not, it is not surprising that his wife abhorred him and his friends deserted him.81 In any event, which would not have occurred in some of the diseases which might be considered, he recovered, lived to prosper, to
